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Duxbury experienced building

boom in 1997
ByJohn Chaffee
The Patriot Ledger

.DUXBURYV- It was a year in
which.Duxbury had an edifice com
plex. ' ■ ' __y. . :.

°. *^3iree.majorbuildingprojectswere
completed, and.and plans for four

.-m.oro wer&announced. ■ ... ■ ,-■_■,,•

• The.new Ellison Center for the
Arjts, a $2.8 million joint venture of
thti', Hingham-based South Shore
Conservatory and the Duzbury Art;

- Association, was dedicated in i '
February.The Ellison Center, w
& in thaformetHolyFamily Chu^ ,
building at St>.George and.Cedar'
streets, provides art, music and •

. dance |instruction>.to more than 500
children -and adults from Duzbury >
and surrounding communitites. \.-~\\

>After a $llff mulion renovation,
the Aldan School, which had been ■

; closed for'five -years, reopened in'
'■ S^e>temberfqrall480Duxburypupils.;
in grades 3-ajuS4^S;^-':;-.:''.. n.> • • ■ <v\">

During the year, plans were un
veiled for two-projects at Snug-Har
bor a maritime school and a new
home for the Duzbury Rural and
Historical Society. ■ ■•:
In addition. Fire Chief William

Harriman proposed renovating and
reopening ■ the - - -•

Ashdod district.|
fire station 'in
West Duzbury
and' the' council'
on aging got a',
special town'I

H

Richard ;MacDonaId. said he'iw
issuing'permits at a "phenomenal"
rat& '"'•■« *••■■■•''- -■•^-v- ~." '

"People, continued to do alot.ol

tic'inapections andperc (pncb

■ YEAR
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p&a'for $144226,000 worth ofwork.
Meanwhile, according to figures

compiled by the Bay State Multiple
Listing Service, sales of private
homes in Duzbury sagged a bit from
836 in 1996 to 199 this year, but the
average price increased from
(296,400 last year to $306,116 in
J997.

While five homes sold for$800,000
to more.in 1996, only one did so in
1997. ■-

.During the year, two Duzbury
Residents received bone>marrow
fransplants in an effort to combat
Cfe-threatening forms ofcancer.
Brittany Lambert; the 11-year-old

girl whose need for a bone-marrow
ynfftrh led to a highly publicized

. blood testing drive in 1996, received
■ a transplant in March, but it didn't
take, and she is due to repeat the
process next year.

Frank Kemp, 52, received a trans*
plant earlier this month after waiting
nearly two years for a marrow match.
In February, residents ofa number

of subdivisions became concerned
about the safety of their drinking
water. Excessive levels of perchlor-
oethylene (PCE), a possible carcino
gen, were detected in the public
water supply at various places
around town.

After a study committee report
identified the culprit as 26 miles of
vinyl-coated cement pipe, a special
townmeeting appropriated the mon

ey needed -to begin a water pipe
replacement]—

School students were suspended for
drinking during a school-sponsored
ski trip to Maine.
Two weeks later, the annual town

meeting voted to designate Duxbury
as a community with zero tolerance
for the illegal use of drugs and
alcohoL

AlthoughDuxbury continued to be
rated one of the safest communities
in eastern Massachusetts, the police
department still made headlines.
In January, a new police chief,

former Maryland State Police Lt
CoL Charles -Mazzone, was sworn in
by Town Clerk Nancy Oates. .
Later that month, Town Manager

Rocco Longo fired police Lt John

Colbert for "irresponsibly mixing
alcohol and a firearm" during an off-
duty incident at his Sagamore home.
Colbert has appealed.

- In May, former officerJohn Harri-
gan, whom Longo had fired for off-
duty drinking in 1995 but who had

been ordered reinstated by the state
Civil Service Commission, accepted
<a $34,000 settlement with the town
'and turned in his badge and gun.

* And in September, 28-yearveteran
officer Allen Gilbert, who had ap
pealed to the Civil Service Commis
sion after being passed over for a
promotion in 1996, was promoted by
Mazzone to sergeant

Mazzone said Gilbert's promotion
was "the fair, honest and decent
thing to do."


